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Lockhart Garratt Ltd was commissioned by Little Stanion Farm Management Company to undertake an 

independent condition assessment of the existing public open spaces at Little Stanion, Corby. 

 

This document presents the findings of this assessment and provides, where relevant, remedial works or 

ongoing management recommendations for each open space type within each area. 

 

 

 
 

The open space areas at Little Stanion are generally in good condition, and in particular very little litter was 

observed on the site. 

 

Grassland areas are well mown and the woods are well maintained, including comprehensive strimming 

underneath the trees to permit free access and improve tree growth. 

 

The principal issue to address is the damage to the grassland to the south of the site, where the passage of 

vehicles has led to extensive turf loss due to soil compaction. 

 

Other minor issues to address include occasional poor turf areas and a fallen gabion cage in Long 

Meadow, strimming of lake inlets and outfalls, clearance of construction waste in Short Meadow and 

Badger Alley, and repairs to the rear woodland bund deer fence. 
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 INTRODUCTION 1.

Extent of Assessment 

1.1. The following open space areas of Little Stanion are currently open to the public and were considered 

as part of this assessment: 

 Top Meadow 

 Long Meadow 

 Short Meadow 

 Front Wooded Bund 

 Rear Wooded Bund 

 Badger Alley 

 Welcome Centre Green 

1.2. The locations of these various areas are shown on Plan Ref. M15-1846 at Appendix 1. 

Assessment Methodology 

1.3. The assessment was undertaken as an on-foot survey on 8th September 2015, in which each area 

was visited and comprehensively walked.  The condition of the various landscape treatments 

(grassland, wetland, etc) was recorded, as well as general observations such as the presence or 

absence of litter.  Illustrative photographs were taken and are displayed throughout this report in the 

relevant sections. 

Assessment Limitations 

1.4. This is a landscape management assessment report and therefore any comments made in relation to 

hydrology, engineering or other disciplines should be taken as general comment or observation for 

referral to appropriate specialists. 

1.5. This report is an assessment of the management of the resources currently in place at Little Stanion 

and does not cover the creation of additional landscape treatments or open space areas. 
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 TOP MEADOW 2.

Introduction 

2.1. This area is located along the north-western boundary of Little Stanion and separates the site from 

the adjacent woodland. 

2.2. It comprises amenity grassland with no other features. 

Grassland 

2.3. The grass sward is fully established with little or no weeds present. 

2.4. It appears to have received regular mowing to amenity height, and is in good amenity condition. 

Litter 

2.5. No litter was observed within this area.  
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 LONG MEADOW 3.

Introduction 

3.1. Long Meadow is the largest area of open space within Little Stanion.  It runs in a north-west to south-

east direction, bisecting the site. At its northern end it connects with Top Meadow. 

3.2. This area comprises amenity grassland for much of its length, although the south-eastern part is 

meadow grassland.  A swale system with occasional small pools runs the length of the meadow and 

drains into a lake at the south-eastern end. 

Amenity Grassland 

3.3. The amenity grassland areas are generally well established with very little weed growth observed. 

3.4. There are a small number of areas along the edges of the meadow where establishment is patchier, 

and this appears to be a result of soil quality with poorer, stonier soils observed beneath these 

patches. 

3.5. To rectify this issue, it is recommended that these areas be excavated down to 100mm depth, the 

underlying subsoil cultivated, and then replacement topsoil loose tipped and seeded with a suitable 

grass mix. 

3.6. An area between Roman Road and the lake has been levelled to form a sports area, and it is 

evidently in community use due to the presence of improvised goalposts. 

Meadow Grassland 

3.7. The area of Long Meadow surrounding the lake appears managed as meadow grassland, mown 

annually in the autumn.  The sward had been recently cut at the time of inspection. 

3.8. The species mix within these areas appears relatively basic, although this is likely to be reflective of 

the young age of the meadow and will diversify with time.  If desired, introductions of further 

wildflower species could be made through targeted plug planting. 

3.9. A close mown path runs through this area, providing public access around the lake in the summer 

months when the meadow grassland is high.  This route appears well used by residents. 

3.10. An area close to the south-eastern boundary of Long Meadow appears to have been severely 

damaged by vehicle movement, resulting in complete sward loss due to soil compaction. 

3.11. To remedy this area, it is recommended that the affected topsoil be dug out, the subsoil 

decompacted, and suitable topsoil placed and seeded with a meadow grassland mix. 

Swales 

3.12. The swale system which runs through Long Meadow is well established with a range of aquatic and 

marginal species which are growing strongly.  The system appears to be maintained through 

occasional strimming, although goat willow is establishing within the swales in places. 

3.13. It is recommended that the goat willow be cut and treated with herbicide to prevent further 

establishment and seeding, as this species could impede the function of the swale system. 

3.14. There are a number of gabion cages along the system, providing retention of silt and water.  One of 

these cages has entirely fallen over and water has diverted around the edge of it through an eroded 

channel.  Additionally stone has been stolen from another cage to the north. 

3.15. It is recommended that the fallen cage be removed and re-set within made up banks to ensure the 

continued function of the system, and that the stolen stones be replaced within the cage further to the 

north. 
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Lake 

3.16. The lake appears to be holding water well and developing as a wetland habitat. 

3.17. The lake shores are well vegetated and willow trees are establishing in certain locations. 

3.18. It is recommended that the willows be coppiced in groups every 5 years to ensure that they do not 

dominate the lakeshore and cause issues through shading and excessive leaf drop.  The willow 

growth should be restricted to one third of the total shore length as a maximum and herbicide 

treatment should be used to remove trees if this limit is exceeded. 

3.19. Some of the inlets and outfalls were displaying strong vegetation growth and it is recommended that 

these be annually strimmed to ensure the optimum function of the drainage system.  Silt levels should 

also be monitored within these areas and desilting undertaken if deemed necessary by a qualified 

drainage engineer. 

Litter 

3.20. Very little litter was observed within the entire area of Long Meadow and the area has a litter free 

appearance. 
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 SHORT MEADOW 4.

Introduction 

4.1. Short Meadow is located within the south-western part of the site and runs approximately parallel to 

Long Meadow. 

4.2. It mainly comprises amenity grassland, although a swale runs along its south-western boundary. 

Grassland 

4.3. The grassland appears well established and well-maintained through regular mowing, with strong 

growth and very few weeds present. 

Swale 

4.4. The swale is mostly populated with grass species, which are well established and had been recently 

strimmed at the time of inspection. 

4.5. There are a several gabion cages along the route of the swale and all appeared to be in good 

condition. 

Litter 

4.6. There was no litter observed within the meadow area, although construction waste was present at the 

swale outfall.  This should be cleared to prevent it impeding water draining from the swale. 
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 FRONT WOODLAND BUND 5.

Introduction 

5.1. This feature is located between Little Stanion and Long Croft Road, and forms one of the main 

frontages to the site. 

5.2. It comprises a grassed bund planted with native trees and shrubs, with a hedgerow along its north-

eastern boundary on the public highway frontage. 

Woodland 

5.3. The trees and shrubs are well established with very few losses, and spiral tree guards are in good 

condition. 

5.4. The grass sward is also well established and appears to be regularly mown. 

Hedgerow 

5.5. The hedgerow plants are growing well and no significant gaps were observed, except where 

deliberately designed to permit underground services. 

5.6. The hedgerow has been trimmed to a uniform height and plants are beginning to ‘bush out’ and 

interweave to create a continuous hedgerow, 

Litter 

5.7. No litter was observed within this area. 
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 REAR WOODLAND BUND 6.

Introduction 

6.1. This area comprises a large area of woodland along the southern boundary of the site. 

6.2. A central path runs along the entire length of the woodland and a deer fence encloses the planted 

area.  There are pedestrian gates in several locations along the deer fence and a vehicle gate at its 

eastern end. 

6.3. A glade has been left unplanted at the southernmost point of the site and views of the surrounding 

landscape are obtainable from this point. 

6.4. A large undergrounding pylon is present to the east of this area. 

Woodland 

6.5. The trees are growing well and losses appear to be below 5%. 

6.6. Tree guards and supports also appear to be generally in good condition. 

6.7. The grass sward has been comprehensively strimmed around the trees and tree stations have been 

treated with herbicide, both of which will be assisting in reducing competition with the trees. 

Deer Fence 

6.8. The deer fence is generally intact, although the vehicle gates and posts have been damaged and a 

length of fence to the south of the vehicle gate has been cut and rolled back, presumably when the 

adjacent public highway was constructed. 

6.9. It is recommended that these be reinstated to ensure that the young trees do not succumb to deer 

browsing. 

Path 

6.10. A path runs the length of the wooded bund, and appears to be regularly mown and well used by 

residents. 

6.11. A length of path between the vehicle gate and the undergrounding pylon has been damaged by 

vehicle use, as a continuation of the damage observed to the south of the Long Meadow. 

6.12. It is recommended that this be reinstated through the excavation of the damaged topsoil, cultivation of 

the subsoil, and the placement of suitable topsoil followed by reseeding with amenity grass species. 

Litter 

6.13. Very little litter was observed within this area. 
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 BADGER ALLEY 7.

Introduction 

7.1. This area follows the line of a disused railway, which has since been restored to grassland. 

7.2. It currently comprises disturbed ground, bordered by mature hedgerows with occasional trees. 

Grassland 

7.3. The central part of this area has been heavily damaged by vehicle passage, to the extent that the 

grassland is no longer evident and the ground cover is bare compacted earth with broadleaved weed 

growth. 

7.4. It is recommended that the compacted topsoil be excavated and removed, and the underlying subsoil 

cultivated to reduce compaction.  Topsoil should then be spread over the surface and seeded with an 

appropriate wildflower meadow mix. 

Hedgerows 

7.5. The mature hedgerows bordering this area are generally in good condition with vigorous shrub 

growth, although growth should continue to be monitored following the compaction of the adjacent 

grassland area. 

Litter 

7.6. This area is generally free of typical litter, although construction waste is present in a number of 

places where it has presumably been brought by local youths to construct a seating area and fire pit. 
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 WELCOME CENTRE GREEN 8.

Introduction 

8.1. This area surrounds the Little Stanion Welcome Centre building, at the northern extent of the site. 

8.2. It comprises grassland with a raised herbaceous planting bed. 

Grassland 

8.3. The grass sward in this area is in very good condition with no weeds or bare areas present and 

regularly close mown to achieve a striped finish. 

Herbaceous Bed 

8.4. This small raised bed is fully stocked with herbaceous perennials and appeared in good condition 

with little weed growth. 

Litter 

8.5. No litter was observed within this area. 
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Appendix 1: Open Space Areas Plan 
 
Ref: M15-1846 
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